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Chapter 23
GURUGUHA
Sage Bhardwaja requested Sage Romasa to narrate how
Shanmuga became the preceptor of all. Rornasa explained:
Oh Bhardwaja! once, when Lord Siva was having one
year old boy Skanda on his lap in the thousand pillared hall
in Kailasa, Parvathi requested Him to explain the meaning
of Pranava, which is the source of Vedas. As He was giving
a discourse on Pranava, this boy Skanda had also grasped
the instructions. With its potency he could conquer all the
demons and came to be known as Sivaswami. In due course
Skanda prostrated before his father and entreated Him to
impart knowledge in different branches and make him
proficient so as to occupy Vidya Peeta and become
Sarvadesika capable of teaching any subject. Lord Siva
smiled and observed that he had acquired the meaning of
Pranava without undergoing the necessary discipline of a
pupil So he should return this to Him in a different way.
He asked His son to go to Dakshina Kailasha and perform
penance, where Sage Sumedha established a teertha known
as Vedahvaya and performed japa of Pranava. There
Pranava would become a lotus pond, with its Sakthi as a
stem and Vedas as leaves. Brahma kanda would be its root
and the letters A, U and M its flowers of red, white and
dark colours, "you should worship me daily with these
flowers. In this way you would return the Pranava to me.
I have pointed out the place of your tapas and the means
of getting rid of the blemish. Go. In due course I will grant
your wish".
From Kailasa Skanda came to earth and reached the
spot presided over by the great Vayu Linga and
Gnanaprasunambika and where many sages were engaged
in tapas. He took bath in the sacred waters and worshipped
the Vayu Linga and Gnanambika. Then he went to the